Scenarios for Regional Food Diversity

A Commodified Landscape

A map of current (2002) crop distribution in Ventura County

' shows that 60 percent of croplands are devoted to lemons,

- avocados and oranges. In this commodity system, producers
frequently absorb the risks of crop failure and variable market
pricing. Demand for other crop types is met by sourcing food

Meeting Local Demand

Following USDA designations for crop types and drawing
upon data for Ventura County consumption levels, we
demonstrate that by diversifying production, within the
agro-ecological constraints of the landscape, Ventura County
could easily meet the demands of its 724,560 residents for

How many people can

Ventura County feed?
The Ag Futures Alliance is a California-

based nonprofit working closely with
farmers to ensure the health of the
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